VI.

THE END OF THE HANSA'S DOMINION  IN  ENGLAND.

THE Hansa had been more fortunate in England
than in the Low Countries. Up to the middle of the
sixteenth century nothing had occurred that had sen-
sibly modified its old relationship with the English
nation. Nor had the factory diminished in power
or the commerce in importance. It is true that at
various times, now the kings themselves, now the
people, had grown restive under the heavy monopoly
of the Hansa League ; but, to the kings especially,
the League with its riches, its command of ready
money and of ships, was of great use, and all attempts
at restriction of privilege ended in failure.

But as Russia became consolidated after she had
thrown off the Tartar yoke, so England also gained
in strength after she had once renounced the foolish
desire of making herself mistress of France, and after
the long civil war of the Roses was ended, and a new
and peaceful reign inaugurated,

Henry VII. left the Hansa privileges intact. The
same was the case under Henry VIIL, who even
confirmed and extended them. The patron of Max
Meyer, the friend of the democratic burgomaster
Wullemveber, found it to his own interest to have